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Dr. lrina Paliashvil i,
Russian-Ukrainian Legal Group, Ukraine

1 . Which session was of the most interest to уou and whу?
For me thе main va|uе of suсh a large оonferеnсe is not in sеssions,
but in the opportunities for nеtworking, attending various soсia|
events, rеfrеshing o|d сontaсts and estab|ishing new ones. \Mlen
there arе thousands of deIegates with variеd interests at a соnfer-
enсe (|NTA annua| mеetings is another examp|e), the sеssions are
quitе genera|ized. Undеr thеsе сirсumstanсes it is diffiсu|t to have a
deep disсussion on a speсifiс subjeсt, and to me a genеra|ized dis-
сussion does not rеpresent a paгtiсu|ar va|ue. A sesston on a speсif iс
subjeсt (for examp|e, internationaI arbitration), whiсh is attended by a
hundred pеopIе, desеrves to be a separate two.daу сonferenсe, but

Tom MсNamara,
Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP, USA

1 . What session was the most interesting for уou and whу?
The sessions I aсtua||y found most interesting werе the .,informal

sessions'' (not paгt of the aсtuaI forma| program) during whiсh
praсtitioners from various сountries had an oppoгtunity to frank|y
disсuss сurrent dеve|opments and саses of spесiaI note in their
respeоtive jurisdiсtions. We disсussеd topiсs as diversе as: nas.
сent сIass aсtion deve|opments in Jаpan; сivil rights |itigation in ЕI
Sa|vador; Indonesian сivi| proсedure; |awfirm praсtiсe in Malawi;
and discovery of evidenсe in Franсe. one of the strengths of the
IBA is that it is one of the on|y plaсes in whiсh praсtitioners from
so many diffеrenсe |egal perspeсtives gather to share their own
unique viewpoints. With respeоt to morе forma| programming, I
found the prеsentation .,Тhe State of Dispute Reso|ution in Today's
Wor|d'' (to be one of the morе va|uab|e sessions for many of thе
same reasons. During the session' praсtitioners from thе US and
Еurope disоussed the simiIarities and differеnсes of both Iitigation
and arbitration praсtiсe in manу ditferent nations. For me, the main
Iesson is that no one nаtion has the ..best', system; instead, we сan

Andrew Mac,
Magister & Partners, Ukrainе

1 . What session was the most interesting for уou and whу?
Thеrе were a number of sessions devoted to private equity invеstments in Еastern Еu-
ropе. |t appears that |еading private equity firms in Еastеrn Europe havе foсused their
attеntion on the Ukrainian market and wiII bе |ooking for |egaI сounselwho is famiIiar with
thеir сu|ture and requirеments. Judging by the historiсa| trend in Еastern Еuropе onсe
thе first private equity investmеnts hit a mаrket сountless morе foIIow. For Ukrainian law
firms it is important that we are abIe to provide qua|ity and сost.effeсtivе serviсes for
these сIients and as suоh I found these sеssions to be most usefu|.

2. What trends in the global legal world could уou point out?
|t seemed to mе that rising energу оosts around thе world seem to be the most pеrva-
sive topiс at virtua||у eaсh session. Whether it was |egaI imp|iсations surrounding the
сonstruсtion of сross-border pipeIines, tax inсentives for deveIopment of alternative
energУ sourсеs or high profi|e enеrgy dispute сurrеntIy before or pending arbitration,
energy |aw and re|ated topiсs wеre definite|y at thе forеfront.
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bесause it is heId within thе framework of a |arger сonferenсe, it is
marginaIized, and its partiсipants оannot сonCеntrate beсause thеy
havе rnanу other sessions and evеnts in their sсheduIe for thе sаmе
day. The networking eхpеriеnсe, on the othеr hands, is invaIuabIe.

2. What tendencies in the legal profession do уou obserue?
Тhе main tendenсy, whiсh сannot bе missed' is g|oba|ization. Тhe
wor|d is getting sma||еr, and we see thе еmеrgenсe of globa| inves-
tors, who view the wor|d not bу сountries, but bу |arger rеgions. The
borders are beсoming less signifiсant for internаtionaI business,
and the task of the |aw is to саtсh up with these tendеnсies. This is in
genera|, and with rеgards to speсifiс tendenсiеs, I am happy to note
aоtive deve|opment of suсh а progressive and business-friend|y
method of disputе reso|ution as mediation (thеre was a speоiaI sеs-
sion devoted to this sub1eсt at the IBA сonferеnсe

a|I Iearn and dеvе|op as |awyers by more fu||у understanding ditfег
ent |еga| environments.

2. What trends in the globa| legal world could уou point out?
At Iеast in the area of disputе rеsoIution, mу perсeption is that there
is a trеnd toward more uniformiф or сonvergenсe within various
legal sУstems. At the state to State |eve|, therе are more and morе
biIatera| and muIti|atera| trеaty regimes that addrеss and hаrmonize
various areas of |aW, both proсеdura| and substantive, Ihe Hague
Conventions on Serviсe, Еvidence and Choiсe of Couft are еXam-
p|еs of suсh proсedura| regimes. Substantive|y, trеаties |ike the
United Nations Convention on Contracts for thе InternationaI Sale of
Goods and World Trade Оrganization Agreements estabIish a soIid
and aссеptеd substantive framework for internationa| trade that is
based upon both сommon |aw and civi| law systems. Тhеse еfforts
at harmonization, which often require сompromise, сontinue at
many other |еve|s between Iega| organizations and praсtitioners. For
examp|e, some years ago, thе lBA developed a seIoI Rules for the
Taking of Еvidence in lnternational Arbitrations. These Ru|es fo||ow
a middIe ground bеtween different disсovery approaсhes in differ-
ent nations. AIso, many nationa| сourts are starting to rеfer to deсi.
sions from foreign jurisdiсtions in their own |ega| reasoning.

Kamar Rаl i '
Delaw Chambers, Nigeria

1 . What session was the most interest-
ing for уou and whу?
I think I mostlу еnjoyed workshops _''Тurn-
ing сontaсts to сlients' ', ..Rainbow Strat-
egу'' and ..Give a Winning Presentation''.

2. What trends in the global legal world
could уou point out?
Thе new trends I see in globa| |ega| praо-
tiсe аre:
Virtua| |ibrаry, outsouсlng of |e-
gal resеarсh and teсhno|ogy,
border|ess lawуеrs or |aw
praсtiсe and more aIIianс-
es amongst Iaw firms.


