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Arоund 100 CIS and Westеrn Ьusi-
nеss lawyers gathеred in Kyiv at the еnd
оf Junе to аttend thе first meеting оf thе
СIS Loсal Counsеl Forum, whiсh organ.
izегs said was mеant tо сrеatе сontaсts
Ьеtwееn attоrneys working in the foг-
mer Soviеt Union and beyond.

Thе t.orurn is the first оf its kind in the
CIS, aссording to Iгyna Paliashvili, one
of the сhairpersоns of thе forum's orяan-
izing сommittее and thе presidеnt of thе
Russian-Ukrainian Legal Group, a law
firm with offiсеs in Ukrainе and
Washington D.С.

..In an есonomiс sense, thе СIS is соn-
sidеrеd a single rеgion by global
invеstors. And when they соme, thеy
want tо sее a legal соrnmunity in thе
гegion. So the оbjесtive оf the forum is
to unitе loсal CIS law firms into оnе
lеgal сommunity,'' said Paliashvili, аn
ethniс Gеorgian who studiеd interna-
tiоnal lаw in Kyiv.

Foreign invеstors in thе CIS market
nееd legal assistanсе, and the еxistenсe
of a rеgiоnal lеgal nеtwork knоwn intег-
nationally grеatly simplifiеs an
invеstor's searсh for a qualified loсal
lawyец Paliashvili added.

Paliashvili sаid law fiггns throughout
thе world arе оrganizеd intо nеtworks,
and it is a соmmоnly aссеpted praсtiсe
to eхсhangе сliеnts within thе nеtwork.

"Individual law firms are not so
nоtiсеablе on thе gloЬal map,'' shе sаid.

Тhе forum fЪaturеd a miх оf panеls
fосusing on thе legal and Ьusinеss сli-
mates of еaсh CIS соuntry a sеparate
panеl showсasing Ukraine, and pгesеnta-
tions by law fiгms and сorpoгаtе соunsеls.

It didn't rесеive any Ukrainian statе
supptlгt, Paliashvili pointеd out, but
guеsts inсludеd a Ukrainian parliamеn-
tary dеputy and Georgia's amЬassador
to Ukгaine.

hliashvili said thе forum was fundеd
соmplеtеly frоm the гegistratiоn fЪеs of
partiсipating attornеys, eaсh of whom
paid $750, nоt inсluding travеl and
hоtеl сosts.

..This is a nоn-profit and nоп-politiсal
еvеnt. our firm is nоt making any
money on this. We are making сonneс-
tiоns, ' '  shе said"

ovеrall, thе fbrum hostеd lawyеrs
trom 30 соuntгiеs, inсluding all t5 for-

meг Soviеt repuЬliсs, eхсept
Turkmеnistan, lawyers from whiсh
гесeivеd invitations but dесidеd nоt to
takе pагt.

Aгound 30 attеnding lawyеrs rеprе-
sеnted intеrnatiоnal law firms, and sоme
wеrе listеd as сorpоratе сounsеlors for
multinatiоnals, like U.S.-basеd insur-
anсе giant AIG and British Ameriсan
Ъbaссо.

Attoгneys fгоm 10 Ukrainian law
firms took part, inсluding Kyiv-based
Frishbеrg & Partnегs and Sergiy
Kоziakov & Partnеrs.

..For ouг оrganization, it was irnpоr-
tant to take paгt in CIS Loсal Counsеl
Forum tо ехсhangе professionаl expегi-
enсе. Wе сеrtainly mеt with many for-
eign сollеaguеs, and in a whilе wе'll sее
if thеy Ьесоme оur partnеrs,'' said Se'g'y
Kоziakoч managing paгtnег at Sегgiy
Kоziakоv & Partnеrs.

..This is the fiгst еvent hеld in thе CIS
in the lщt 15 yеaгs on suсh a global
sсalе, and it is morе rеspeсtablе than
anything that has bеen hеld bеfoге,'' hе
addеd.

Thе fоrum's organizeгs plan to сrеate
an .Assосiatiоn оf CIS I.аw Firms,' as
eaгly as this уеaг...Today wе havе all the nесеssary
foundations for suсh a nеtwоrk in thе
С1S. Howеvец it will takе timе and sub-
stantial organizational еffогts,'' said
Kоziakоv.

organizational issuеs aге apparеntly
at thе hеart оf bringing lawyeгs tоgеth-
еr in Ukraine.

..Our organizatiоn wоrks on the CIS
maгket. This is why wе wеre intеrеstеd
in paгtiсipation in this fоrum,'' sаid oleg
Riabоkon, managing paгtner at
Мagisteг & Рartners,,vhоse firm wasn't
able tо takе part Ьeсausе thеy appliеd
too latе.

Аnd Paliashvili's gгоup isn't the оnly
огganization trying tо help Ukrainian
lawyегs makе сontасts.

.,Similar еvents hаve alrеady beеn
hеld in Ukгainе. For examрlе, in
FeЬruary, 2006, The Ukrainian Bar
Assосiation oгganizеd a lеgal fоrum
with thе partiсipation оf СIS and inter-
natiоnal law fiгms,'' Riabokon said.

Thе All.Ukrainian Fоrum, entitled
,.Thе Dеvеlopment оf Legal Sегviсes in
Ukraine'', was hеld оn FеЬruary 10 this
yеаг and alsо inсludеd sоmе 100 attor-
nеys from Ukrainе, thе СIS and farthег
aЬroad.

Likе Riabokon, Natalya Dеnisеnkq
the еvеnts соогdinatоr for thе
Ukrainian Bar Assoсiatiоn, didn't takе
part in the fоrum oгganizеd by
Paliashvili.

..Thеy didn't invitе us, but if we had
had an oppоrtunity, wе would hаvе pal'-
tiсipatеd,'' shе said.

Thе Ukrainian Baг Assосiatiоn,
whiсh has Ьееn in орeratiоn sinсe 2002,
сlaims tо геpr-еsеnt 900 lawyers in
Ukrainе. Dеnisеnko said the assoсiatiоn
is finanсеd Ьy mеmber fееs and сhaгity.

In the mеantimе, Paliashvili's group
intеnds tо геpеat thеir forum on an
annual basis, with thе sесоnd оne pоssi-
bly slated fоr Baku, AzeгЬaijan.

..When- Ьгоught togеthег, thе lawyers
fтоm differеnt regions undеrstооd how
important thе profеssiоnal inteгaсtion
was fоr them.'' said Paliashvili.
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