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QUESTIONNAIRE/APLICATION

For the CIS Local Counsel Law Firms

in preparation for the second CIS Local Counsel Forum in Baku on June 20-22, 2007

Section 1: Law Firm

1. Name and country of the law firm: GRATA Law Firm, Kazakhstan

2. Contact Information:

Primary Firm Location:

Office address: 39, Gogolya  St., Almaty, 050002, Republic of Kazakhstan




Telephone:
+7 327 2590 112______________________________________

Fax:
+7 327 2590 198______________________________________

e-mail:
info@gratanet.com; marketing@gratanet.com________________

Website:
www.gratanet.com______________________________________
Other Offices:

Office address: 
We have offices in 9 other cities of 4 countries (namely, in Almaty, Astana, Atyrau, Aktau, Aktobe, Aksai; Baku, Bishkek, Tashkent, Ashgabat and representative office in London)  




             Telephone:
Astana: +7 3172 327 807, Atyrau: +7 3122 352 491, Aktau: +7 3292 53 10 43, 

                                   Aktobe: +7 3132 221791, Aksai: +7 3113 33 13 96, Baku: +994 12 436 8441, 

                                   Bishkek: +998 97 188 6789, Tashkent: +7 998 71 120 4778, Ashgabat: +998 

                                   97 188 6789; London: +44 78 10 503 501
             Fax:     
Astana: +7 3172 322 111, Atyrau: +7 3122 350 554, Aktau: +7 3292 519  

                                   477, Aktobe: +7 3132 221790, Aksai: +7 3113 33 53 80, Baku: +994 12 436  

                                   8442; Bishkek: +7 327 2590 198, Tashkent: +7 998 71 120 4779; Ashgabat: +7 

                                   998 71 120 4779; London: +7 327 2590 198
e-mail: astana@gratanet.com; atyrau@gratanet.com; aktau@gratanet.com; aktobe@gratanet.com; aksai@gratanet.com; baku@gratanet.com; bishkek@gratanet.com; tashkent@gratanet.com; zmalikov@gratanet.com (Ashgabat); london@gratanet.com 

3. Primary Contacts:

Name: Rashid Gaissin, Managing Partner
Email: rgaissin@gratanet.com
4. Other Contacts:

Name: Lyaila Uzakova, Zafar Malikov 
Email: luzakova@gratanet.com; zmalikov@gratanet.com
5. Year of establishment: 1992

Section II: Lawyers and Support Staff

6. Number of Partners: 16______________________________________________________

7. Number of Associates : 23___________________________________________________

8. Number of Paralegals : 21____________________________________________________

9. Please indicate number of lawyers with the advanced degrees:  LLMs:  8


 Candidate of Legal Sciences: 3
10. Languages spoken at the Firm: Kazakh, Russian, English, Spanish, Chinese, Italian, German
11. How many lawyers speak 

English: 55
German: 2
Russian:  65
French:  0
Spanish: 2
12. Interpreters on the staff: ________N/A__________________________________________
(please indicate the languages)


Section III: Client Details

14. Classify your clients (in percentage):

Corporate Clients  80 %

International Law Firms 18% 

Non-Corporate clients 2%

15. Please indicate up to five major corporate clients (if your firm’s policy is not to disclose client names, please provide brief description on a no-name basis): 

Procter&Gamble, Shell Kazakhstan, Eni Group, Maersk, General Electric. 

16. Please indicate up to five international law firms you serve as a local counsel to (if your firm’s policy is not to disclose client names, please provide brief description on a no-name basis): 

Clifford Chance, Allen&Overy, Freshfields, Linklaters, Lovells.
16. What percentage of your work is dedicated to international corporate clients:

0% (the law firm has no international clients) 


up to 70% (two-thirds of clients are international
up 30 % (each third client is international)


up to 100% (almost all clients are international)

up to 50% (half of clients are international)
 

17. What percentage of your work is dedicated to serving as local counsel to international law firms:

0% (none) 


up 30 % (each third client is an international law firm)


up to 70% (two-thirds of clients are international law firms)

up to 100% (almost all clients are international law firms)

up to 50% (half of clients are international law firms)

 

18. Method of payment (choose all options that apply): 

per hourly rates 

contingency (percentage of the value of the contract/claim)







other ………………………………………


fixed (fixed budget) 

19. Illustrative projects in 2007: 

1. Advising the potential buyer large European bank in the proposed acquisition of one of the largest Kazakhstan bank;

2. Advising the underwriters in the IPO of London and Kazakhstan IPO of a large Kazakh Mining & Metal Group;
3. Conducting Major Due Diligence on behalf of a potential buyer (large European bank) regarding the acquisition of a top twenty Kazakhstani banks;

4. Advising the Islamic Bank of Development on setting up an international consortium, involving the Russian Federation, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan;

5. Advising a large international oil company on its proposed acquisition of an oil company with substantial assets in Kazakhstan
6. Advising International Investment Fund on acquisition of large retail group in Kazkahstan;

7. Provision of legal assistance in relation to various loan transactions to Kazakhstani banks and companies.


Section IV: Law Firm Profile

20. Law Firm Profile (500 words):   
The Firm

GRATA Law Firm is the leading law firm in Central Asia and the Caspian region with more than 70 lawyers and a network of offices in Kazakhstan (Almaty, Astana, Atyrau, Aktau, Aktobe, Aksai), in Uzbekistan (Tashkent), Azerbaijan (Baku), Kyrgyzstan (Bishkek) and Turkmenistan (Ashgabat), as well as a representative office in the United Kingdom (London). 

Our specialisation  

Since its establishment in April 1992, GRATA has gained experience in the following areas of practice:

	· Natural Resources

· Industry

· Trade

· Real Estate & Construction

· Transport & Infrastructure

· Telecommunications

· Banking & Finance


	 -   Corporate Law

 -   Commercial Law

 -   Tax Law

 -   Environmental Law

 -   Intellectual Property

 -   Licences & Permits

-   Mediation & Litigation




Over the years GRATA has provided a legal advice to Kazakh Government and other Central Asian authorities as well as thousands of other clients.

Our team

We have established a true partnership with a team spirit, creativity and youthful energy that give us a unique style of working. Constant self-improvement, focus on cost effective success, real friendship are the basis of our team development strategy. 

Our cooperation with other law firms 

As a reputable local partner GRATA has an established track record of successful work with various international law firms on a number of high profile projects throughout the region. Thus, if a transaction requires multi-jurisdiction co-ordination anywhere in the world, we can manage the deal through our well-established relationships with leading international law firms. For these firms we are "Choice No. 1" in Central Asia and the Caspian region.
Our reputation 

We believe our reputation is premised on a perfect match of our operational capacity, regional network of offices, strong local expertise, international standards of services and competitive fees. We have commercial awareness, we are creative, and we stay flexible.

The Firm

GRATA is Kazakhstan’s largest law firm, and the regional leader in the Oil& Gas, Mining and Foreign Investment sectors.  This position is built on the outstanding quality of its core Corporate, Commercial, Taxation, Litigation and State Relations practices. Meanwhile an office network throughout Kazakhstan, the rest of Central Asia and the Caspian region gives it unique range and perspective.  Little wonder, therefore, that its client list reads like a Who’s Who of major international and local players in the region. 
Our specialisation  
Since April 1992 GRATA has obtained unique experience in the following main areas of practice:

· energy and natural resources

· telecommunications, transport, construction, infrastructure

· banking & finance

· industry
· commerce
· corporate law
· commercial law

· intellectual property

· tax and customs consultancy

· litigation & dispute resolution  

· licensing 

Over the years GRATA has provided a legal advice to Kazakh Government and other Central Asian authorities as well as thousands of other clients.

Our policy and staff

Our key professional values ‘professionalism, confidentiality and efficiency’ have remained unchanged since the firm was established in 1992. With a dynamic team of Western and local educated and well experienced lawyers between us we combine the best possible talent and ensure our professional advice and support are the best value to clients. 

Our cooperation with other law firms

As a reputable local partner GRATA has an established track record of successful work with various international law firms on a number of high profile projects throughout the region. Thus, if a transaction requires multi-jurisdiction co-ordination anywhere in the world, we can manage the deal through our well-established relationships with leading international law firms. For these firms we are "Choice No. 1" in the Central Asia and the Caspian region.

Our reputation 

We believe our reputation is premised on a perfect match of our operational capacity, regional network of offices, strong local expertise, international standards of services and competitive fees. We have commercial awareness, we are creative, and we stay flexible.
21. Describe your cooperation or affiliation with law firms in other countries (International Law Firms), indicating the level, including exclusive or non-exclusive:

We closely cooperate with more than 40 international law firms mainly from UK, but we do not have exclusivity.  
Please provide references (name of the firm, contact person and his/her contact information) of one or more International Law Firms, which we may contact for a recommendation of your firm.
	ASHURST
	Broadwalk House, 5 Appold Street, London EC2A 2HA
	+44 (0) 20 7859 1209
	Geoffrey.picton-turbervill@ashurst.com 
	Mr.Geoffrey Picton-Turbervill,

Partner

	Lovells
	Atlantic House, Holborn Viaduct, London EC1A 2 FG
	+44 (0) 20 7296 2000
	Andrew.gamble@lovells.com 
	Mr.Andrew Gamble,

Partner 

	Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
	65 Fleet Street, London EC4Y 1 HS
	+44 (0) 20 7963 4000
	Ken.Martin@freshfields.com 
	Mr.Ken Martin,
Partner

	ALLEN & OVERY
	One New Change London EC4M 9QQ, United Kingdom
	+44 (0) 20 7330 3000
	Andrei.baev@allenovery.com
	Andrei Baev,

Partner


22. Details of membership in local and international law firm networks, databases, alliances, or associations: 
Kazakhstan Bar Association, Kyrgyzstan Bar Association, Almaty Bar Association, Kazakhstan Petroleum lawyers` Association, Global Uzbek Council; Caspian Energy Club; EUROBAK; Kazakhstan Taxpayers Association 
23. Practice Areas:

Please mark the practice areas of your firm from the list below. Also please indicate other practice areas and areas of special expertise of your firm that are not included in the list.

 Administrative Law 

Admiralty and Maritime Law

Advertising and Marketing

Agency and Distribution
Agricultural Law 

Alternative Dispute Resolution:

Arbitration, Mediation

Antitrust and Competition 

Aviation and Aerospace

Bankruptcy
√Banks, Banking and Financial Services
Business Law
√Commercial Litigation
Commercial Real Estate, Zoning, Planning and Land Use

Communications and Media
√Construction Law and Litigation

√Consumer Law
Contract Law
√Corporate Finance

√Corporate Law
Criminal Law

√Energy
Entertainment and the Arts

√Environmental Law

√Finance
Foreign Investment
Franchise and Franchising
√Government Procurement and Contracts
Immigration and Naturalization

Information Technology

Initial Public Offerings (IPOs)

Insurance Law
√Intellectual Property:
Copyright

Trademarks

Patents

Other

International Public Law

International Litigation and Arbitration

International Trade
√Labour/Employment 

Media Law
√Mergers & Acquisitions 

Mortgages Property Funding and Security
√Natural Resources

√Oil and Gas
Privatization Law

Product Liability

Regulatory Law

Securities and Stock Exchange
√Taxation
Technology and Science
Torts

√Transportation
Other practice areas:

Areas of Special Expertise:

* * * 







