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QUESTIONNAIRE/APLICATION

For the CIS Local Counsel Law Firms

in preparation for the second CIS Local Counsel Forum in Baku on June 20-22, 2007

24 April, 2007
Section 1: Law Firm

1. Name and country of the law firm: Grata Law firm, Uzbekistan 

2. Contact Information:

Primary Firm Location:

Office address: 56, Buyuk Turon Str., Tashkent, 700029, Uzbekistan




Telephone:
+ 998 71 120 4778 

Fax:
+ 998 71 120 4779 

e-mail:
zmalikov@gratanet.com 

website:
www.gratanet.com 

Other Offices:

Office address: Kazakhstan (6 offices), Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and the representative office in the UK.




3. Primary Contacts:

Name: Zafar Malikov 

Email: zmalikov@gratanet.com 

4. Other Contacts:

Name: Umid Aripdjanov 

Email:uaripdjanov@gratanet.com 

5. Year of establishment: 2003 


Section II: Lawyers and Support Staff

6. Number of Partners: 2 

7. Number of Associates : 7 

8. Number of Paralegals : 2 

9. Please indicate number of lawyers with the advanced degrees:  LLMs: 3


 Candidate of Legal Sciences: 1

10. Languages spoken at the Firm: Uzbek, Russian, English, Portuguese, Chinese 

11. How many lawyers speak 

English: 11
German: ___
Russian: 11
French: 1
Spanish: ___

12. Interpreters on the staff: __________________________________________________

(please indicate the languages)


Section III: Client Details

14. Classify your clients (in percentage):

Corporate Clients  _80%

International Law Firms 20% 

Non-Corporate clients  0%

15. Please indicate up to five major corporate clients (if your firm’s policy is not to disclose client names, please provide brief description on a no-name basis): 

National Oil and Gas companies from South-East Asia, Russian Oil and Gas Group, Leading international banking institutions.

16. Please indicate up to five international law firms you serve as a local counsel to (if your firm’s policy is not to disclose client names, please provide brief description on a no-name basis): 

Leading international law firms with HQ in the UK and US. 

17. What percentage of your work is dedicated to international corporate clients:

0% (the law firm has no international clients) 


up to 70% (two-thirds of clients are international

up 30 % (each third client is international)


up to 100% (almost all clients are international)

up to 50% (half of clients are international)
 

18. What percentage of your work is dedicated to serving as local counsel to international law firms:

0% (none) 


up 30 % (each third client is an international law firm)


up to 70% (two-thirds of clients are international law firms)

up to 100% (almost all clients are international law firms)

up to 50% (half of clients are international law firms)

 

19. Method of payment (choose all options that apply): 

per hourly rates 

contingency (percentage of the value of the contract/claim)








other ………………………………………


fixed (fixed budget) 

Illustrative projects in 2006-2007: 

One of the most illustrative cases recently handled by Zafar Malikov and Umid Aripdjanov is assisting to UzPEC ltd/Soyuzneftegas to successfully overcome difficulties with Uzbekistani law enforcement and tax authorities and advising with regard of disagreements arisen under the first production sharing agreement in Uzbekistan envisioning USD 500 million of foreign direct investments.  This work is done along with advising Russian oil company Soyuzneftegas on a variety of legal issues including petroleum operations and real estate market.

Major highlights also include advising a Chinese petroleum company CNPC International Ltd. on corporate, tax, licensing and currency aspects of establishing a petroleum joint venture with Uzbekneftegaz worth approximately USD 650 million by the team of Zafar Malikov and Umid Aripdjanov.

Umid Aripdjanov is now engaged in advising Malaysian Petronas on corporate, tax, currency, employment and enforcement issues for the proposed production sharing agreement for South-East Region with Uzbek Government.


Section IV: Law Firm Profile

Law Firm Profile (500 words): 

With our nine offices in the region of Central Asia and Caspian Countries, Grata has been recognized as a reputable and reliable legal counsel who can provide our clients with level of service and commitment at the international standards.  International level of rendering legal services has become possible by virtue of training and legal education of our lawyers in the western universities.

As a reputable local expert Grata law firm has long been a teaming partner with major international law firms in providing high-caliber legal services and in writing winning proposals in competitive bids throughout the region.  A perfect combination of regional network of offices, local expertise, international standards and competitive fees has spurred the professional development and steady grow of the firm.

Our Tashkent office has proven its ability to become an important player at the domestic legal market.  Our highly respected team of professionals experienced in telecommunication, mergers and acquisitions, cross-border investment and business transactions, privatization and mining expertise is composed of three qualified lawyers.  Staffed with three associates and a paralegal, Tashkent office is considered to be the largest foreign law firm in Uzbekistan.  Transactions performed by our lawyers include ambitious projects in various industries of economy.  Most of professional staff of the office have received graduate degrees in EU and USA.  Our clients have come to rely on the substantial capabilities of the Tashkent office and enjoy the benefits of a full range of legal services and business solutions offered in the settings of Uzbekistan.

Uzbek office of GRATA law firm has been recognized as the first tier law firm, according to the research conducted by Chambers Global edition for 2007.  

20. Describe your cooperation or affiliation with law firms in other countries (International Law Firms), indicating the level, including exclusive or non-exclusive:

We neither affiliated nor have exclusive association with any of international law firms. 

Details of membership in local and international law firm networks, databases, alliances, or associations: 
 N/A 

21. Practice Areas:

Please mark the practice areas of your firm from the list below. Also please indicate other practice areas and areas of special expertise of your firm that are not included in the list.

Administrative Law 

Admiralty and Maritime Law

Advertising and Marketing

Agency and Distribution

Agricultural Law 

Alternative Dispute Resolution:

Arbitration, Mediation

Antitrust and Competition 

Aviation and Aerospace

Bankruptcy

Banks, Banking and Financial Services

Business Law

Commercial Litigation

Commercial Real Estate, Zoning, Planning and Land Use

Communications and Media

Construction Law and Litigation

Consumer Law

Contract Law

Corporate Finance

Corporate Law

Criminal Law

Energy

Entertainment and the Arts

Environmental Law

Finance

Foreign Investment

Franchise and Franchising

Government Procurement and Contracts

Immigration and Naturalization

Information Technology

Initial Public Offerings (IPOs)

Insurance Law

Intellectual Property:

Copyright

Trademarks

Patents

Other

International Public Law

International Litigation and Arbitration

International Trade

Labour/Employment 

Media Law

Mergers & Acquisitions 

Mortgages Property Funding and Security

Natural Resources

Oil and Gas

Privatization Law

Product Liability

Regulatory Law

Securities and Stock Exchange

Taxation

Technology and Science

Torts

Transportation

Other practice areas:

Areas of Special Expertise: Oil and Gas, Telecom, Banking and Finance 

* * * 







