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QUESTIONNAIRE / APLICATION

For the CIS Local Counsel Law Firms

in preparation for the second CIS Local Counsel Forum in Baku on June 20-22, 2007


Section 1: Law Firm

1. Name and country of the law firm:

Kalikova & Associates 




2. Contact Information:

Primary Firm Location:

Office address: 
1st Floor, 71 Erkindik Boulevard, 720040 Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

Telephone:

(+996 312) 660 700, 666 060, 666 363, 662 221, 662 250
Fax:

(+996 312) 662 788






e-mail:

lawyer@k-a.kg







website:

www.k-a.kg








Other Offices:

Office address:
2nd Floor, 48-A Razzakov Street, 714000 Osh, Kyrgyzstan

Telephone:

(+996 3322)
29 105






Fax:

(+996 3322)
29 105






e-mail:

rbogdanov@k-a.kg







3. Primary Contacts:

Name:

Mrs. Gulnara Kalikova, Partner






Email:

gkalikova@k-a.kg








4. Other Contacts:

Name:

Mr. Ulan Tilenbaev, Senior Attorney






Email:

utilenbaev@k-a.kg









5. Year of establishment:
2002










Section II: Lawyers and Support Staff

6. Number of Partners: 

1








7. Number of Associates: 
17








8. Number of Paralegals: 
3








9. Please indicate number of lawyers with the advanced degrees:

LLMs: 
5



Candidate of Legal Sciences: 
1

10. Languages spoken at the Firm: 

English, German, French, Turkish, Russian, Kazakh, Kyrgyz



11. How many lawyers speak: 

English: 10

German: 2 (basic)
Russian: 18
French: 1 (basic)
Spanish: 3 (basic) 
Turkish: 2
12. Interpreters on the staff: 1 (Russian-English and vice versa)





Section III: Client Details

14. Classify your clients (in percentage):

Corporate clients  _90_%

International law firms _8_% 

Non-Corporate clients _2_%
15. Please indicate up to five major corporate clients (if your firm’s policy is not to disclose client names, please provide brief description on a no-name basis): 

Hyatt International Corporation, Boeing Capital Corporation, Nokia Siemens Networks, Coca-Cola Export Corporation, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
16. Please indicate up to five international law firms you serve as a local counsel to (if your firm’s policy is not to disclose client names, please provide brief description on a no-name basis): 

Baker & McKenzie, Chadbourne & Parke, Salans, Denton Wilde Sapte, Clyde & Co Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 
17. What percentage of your work is dedicated to international corporate clients:

0% (the law firm has no international clients) 


up to 70% (two-thirds of clients are international

up 30 % (each third client is international)


up to 100% (almost all clients are international)

up to 50% (half of clients are international)
 

18. What percentage of your work is dedicated to serving as local counsel to international law firms:

0% (none) 


up 30 % (each third client is an international law firm)


up to 70% (two-thirds of clients are international law firms)

up to 100% (almost all clients are international law firms)

up to 50% (half of clients are international law firms)

 

19. Method of payment (choose all options that apply): 

per hourly rates 

contingency (percentage of the value of the contract/claim)


fixed (fixed budget)



other ………………………………………

20. Illustrative projects in 2006-2007:
(1) We represented interests of an international non-alcohol beverage manufacturer in the proceedings for declaring the trademarks as distinctive trademarks in the Kyrgyz Republic.
(2) We have been advising the company from South Korea with respect to construction of a modern residential estate and further sale to Kyrgyz citizens by means of mortgage loans.

(3) We consulted and provided legal services to a Russian company with respect to acquisition of shares in the Kyrgyz mobile communications services operator, provided legal assistance to large transactions and dealt with further servicing, conforming with licenses and permits thereof.
(4) We consulted and provided legal services to a Kazakh company in relation to the purchase of the company developing one of three largest gold-mining projects in Kyrgyzstan and further investments in such project. 
(5) We have been advising the Pakistani bank in connection with equity investments in the Kyrgyz private commercial bank.
(6) We acted as a local legal counsel to one of the largest financiers of the microfinance sector worldwide in conjunction with granting loans to four largest Kyrgyz microcredit companies: making due diligence of the legal capacity of, and perfecting security interests of borrowers, pledgors and sureties in favour of the client.
(7) We have been monitoring and reporting about regulatory developments in Kyrgyz Republic with respect to tobacco industry to one of the world’s largest global tobacco companies.
(8) We represented a U.S. company in legal aspects of long-term import of private label brands of alcohol beverages produced in Kyrgyzstan to the United States of America, Canada, the islands, countries and territories of the Caribbean.

Section IV: Law Firm Profile

21. Law Firm Profile (500 words):

About Us  

Since 2002 Kalikova & Associates has rapidly grown into one of the leading law firms in Kyrgyzstan specializing in business law services. 

Our firm has won reputation as a reliable partner to its clients among which are the leading local and foreign companies, transnational corporations, diplomatic missions and international organizations. Our legal advices are based on careful analysis of existing legislation and economic, political and cultural trends in Kyrgyzstan and are tailored for the individual needs of our clients. Our primary goal is to provide our clients with high quality advices that facilitate effective business decisions. 
Mission 

Our mission is to assist our clients to succeed at their businesses and to promote business development in Kyrgyzstan.  

Products 

We produce efficient legal solutions designed to protect, support and promote our clients’ business.    

Experience 

Our lawyers have played an active role in negotiating, structuring and launching major investment projects in Kyrgyzstan in the field of gold-mining industry, tobacco production, hotel business, glass and cement industries, commerce, banking, microfinancing, telecommunications, exploration and mining, aircraft leasing, energy sector, including electricity industry, and a number of other business areas. 

Our terms of reference include advising clients on business start-up matters such as: choosing a legal structure of a new business company, establishing and registering such company, settling and formalizing relationships with local partners and public authorities, complying with legal requirements (licensing, certification, taxation) for engaging in certain businesses, registering intellectual property rights, formalizing financing and secured transactions, obtaining land use rights, hiring expatriate and local personnel and a number of other relevant matters. Our goal is to build a solid legal foundation for successful business in Kyrgyzstan. 

Our attorneys have been involved in drafting investment agreements between foreign investors and the Government of Kyrgyzstan. Our lawyers have conducted due diligence of local companies for further acquisition. Our legal opinions with respect to local mining companies have been accepted by stock exchanges in England, Australia and Canada for the purposes of public offerings of corporate securities. We work with many international law and audit firms on projects requiring our expertise.

Expertise 

Prior to joining Kalikova & Associates many of our lawyers have gained an extensive work experience in public institutions, international organizations and private business structures. We have established broad professional contacts and efficient cooperation with both public and private sectors. 

Our team is comprised of lawyers educated both in Kyrgyzstan and abroad. Our attorneys hold degrees from local and foreign law schools, including Kyrgyz State University, Kazan State University, American University of Central Asia, Kyrgyz-Russian (Slavic) University, International University of Kyrgyzstan, Harvard University, American University in Washington, National University of Singapore, Pace University, Saint Louis University and a number of other higher education institutions.

Our lawyers have completed internship programs in leading law firms in USA and Europe, are members of the Kyrgyzstan Lawyers Association, arbitrators of the International Court of Arbitration of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the International Court of Arbitration under the Chamber of Commerce of the Kyrgyz Republic.
22. Describe your cooperation or affiliation with law firms in other countries (international law firms), indicating the level, including exclusive or non-exclusive:

We executed the Cooperation Agreement with Ongoren Law Firm (Istanbul, Turkey) and the Memorandum of Understanding with Al-Twaijri & Partners Law Firm (Kuwait) for non-exclusive cooperation in exchange of information, exchange consultations, client referral, which is aimed to better coordination and work on international and cross-border transactions to meet the needs of our current and prospective clients.
Please provide references (name of the firm, contact person and his/her contact information) of one or more international law firms, which we may contact for a recommendation of your firm.

(1) Mr. Frederic Rich, partner at Sullivan & Cromwell (New York office) - richf@sullcrom.com;

(2) Mr. Joel Benjamin, partner at Denton Wilde Sapte (Almaty office) - joel.benjamin@dentonwildesapte.com;

(3) Mr. Christopher Bremme, partner at Linklaters Oppenhoff & Rädler (Berlin office) - christopher.bremme@linklaters.com.
23. Details of membership in local and international law firm networks, databases, alliances, or associations:
Our firm is listed in the international guides to law firms and lawyers such as Chambers Global “The World’s Leading Lawyers for Business”, Who’sWhoLegal “International Who’s Who of Business Lawyers”, “The European Legal 500”, LexisNexis Martindale-Hubbell “International Law Directory”, “Asia Law & Practice”, British Chamber of Commerce Guide and other.
24. Practice Areas: Please mark the practice areas of your firm from the list below. Also please indicate other practice areas and areas of special expertise of your firm that are not included in the list.

Administrative Law 

Admiralty and Maritime Law

Advertising and Marketing

Agency and Distribution

Agricultural Law 

Alternative Dispute Resolution:

Arbitration
Mediation

Antitrust and Competition 

Aviation and Aerospace

Bankruptcy

Banks, Banking and Financial Services

Business Law

Commercial Litigation

Commercial Real Estate, Zoning, Planning and Land Use
Communications and Media

Construction Law and Litigation

Consumer Law

Contract Law

Corporate Finance

Corporate Law

Criminal Law

Energy

Entertainment and the Arts

Environmental Law

Finance

Foreign Investment

Franchise and Franchising

Government Procurement and Contracts

Immigration and Naturalization

Information Technology

Initial Public Offerings (IPOs)

Insurance Law

Intellectual Property:

Copyright

Trademarks

Patents

Other
International Public Law

International Litigation and Arbitration

International Trade

Labour/Employment 

Media Law

Mergers & Acquisitions 

Mortgages Property Funding and Security

Natural Resources

Oil and Gas

Privatization Law

Product Liability

Regulatory Law

Securities and Stock Exchange

Taxation

Technology and Science

Torts

Transportation

Other practice areas:
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