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QUESTIONNAIRE/APLICATION

For the CIS Local Counsel Law Firms

in preparation for the second CIS Local Counsel Forum in Baku on June 20-22, 2007

16 April 2007
Section 1: Law Firm

1. Name and country of the law firm: Vlasova Mikhel & Partners LLC, Belarus
2. Contact Information:

Primary Firm Location:

Office address: 57/2 Parnikovaya street, 220114, Minsk, Belarus

Telephone:
+ 375 17 211 81 42
Fax:
+ 375 17 211 81 42

e-mail:
info@vmp.by
website:
www.vmp.by
Other Offices:

Office address: 17, Podwale ul.  

  00-252 Warszawa, Rzeczpospolita Polska




Telephone:
+ 48 22 831 17 26; + 48 601 56 43 02
Fax:
+ 48 22 831 17 26
e-mail:
vlasova.law@sitech.pl
3. Primary Contacts:

Name: Oksana Grinkevich
Email: oksana.grinkevich@vmp.by
4. Other Contacts:

Name: Marina Chernikova
Email: marina.chernikova@vmp.by
5. Year of establishment: 1990 (under the name Yuridicheskaya Laboratoria)

Section II: Lawyers and Support Staff

6. Number of Partners: 7
7. Number of Associates: 8
8. Number of Paralegals: 3
9. Please indicate number of lawyers with the advanced degrees:  LLMs: 1


 Candidate of Legal Sciences: 1
Languages spoken at the Firm: Russian, Belorussian, English, Polish, German
10. How many lawyers speak 

English: 13 
German: 3
Russian: 15
French: ___
Spanish: ___

11. Interpreters on the staff: 1 (English)

Section III: Client Details

14. Classify your clients (in percentage):

Corporate Clients  70 %

International Law Firms 30 % 

Non-Corporate clients 0 %

15. Please indicate up to five major corporate clients (if your firm’s policy is not to disclose client names, please provide brief description on a no-name basis):
BNP Paribas (Suisse) SA (debt recovery); Carlsberg (legal support of purchasing share in Olivaria brewery); JT International S.A. (legal consultations on the development of the tobacco goods market); Alcatel-Shanghai-Bell (legal consultations regarding the contract for the sale of equipment); Deutsche Structured Finance GmbH (legal consultations).
Please, do not publish names listed in this paragraph.

16. Please indicate up to five international law firms you serve as a local counsel to (if your firm’s policy is not to disclose client names, please provide brief description on a no-name basis): 

White & Case, Clifford Chance, CMS Cameron McKenna, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, Linklaters, Lovells, SALANS
17. What percentage of your work is dedicated to international corporate clients:

0% (the law firm has no international clients) 


up to 70% (two-thirds of clients are international

up 30 % (each third client is international)


up to 100% (almost all clients are international)

up to 50% (half of clients are international)
 

18. What percentage of your work is dedicated to serving as local counsel to international law firms:

0% (none) 


up 30 % (each third client is an international law firm)


up to 70% (two-thirds of clients are international law firms)

up to 100% (almost all clients are international law firms)

up to 50% (half of clients are international law firms)

 

19. Method of payment (choose all options that apply): 

per hourly rates 

contingency (percentage of the value of the contract/claim)








other ………………………………………


fixed (fixed budget) 

20. Illustrative projects in 2006-2007:
BNP Paribas (Suisse) SA (debt recovery), Carlsberg (legal support of purchasing share in Olivaria brewery), JT International S.A. (legal consultations on the development of the tobacco goods market), Alcatel-Shanghai-Bell (legal consultations regarding the contract for the sale of equipment), Deutsche Structured Finance GmbH (legal consultations)

Section IV: Law Firm Profile

21. Law Firm Profile (500 words):

In 2006 two leading national law firms Vlasova & Partners and Mikhel & Partners started the merge process aimed at gaining the larger market share and improving the quality of legal services provided to national companies and foreign investors.
Founded in 1990, Vlasova & Partners was one of the first Belarussian private firms operating in the field of legal service provision. Since then it has become an acknowledged market leader disposing of resources to deal with any legal matter, regardless of its size or complexity.
For the past five years, Chambers Global has been recognising Vlasova & Partners as a leading national law firm in Business Law. Additionally, in 2006 three of company’s partners were honored as among Belarusian leading business lawyers by Chambers Global. The Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Belarus recognised Vlasova & Partners as one of the three leading national law firms based on performance in 2006.
Mikhel & Partners was founded in 1998. Since the formation the firm has been continuously working to perfect the quality of services and expand the firm’s practise areas. In 2006 it was recognised as one of the national leading law firms by Chambers Global. Additionally, Konstantin Mikhel, the company’s managing partner, was honored as among Belarusian leading business lawyers by Chambers Global.

Since April 12, 2007 two companies have been providing legal services under ‘Vlasova Mikhel & Partners’ name.
Vlasova Mikhel & Partners Law Firm offers the full range of legal services in the field of business to both Belarussian and foreign clients (please see our practice areas in Section 24 below).
In observance of high standards and principles governing legal profession, we adopted as mandatory the International Code of Ethics of the International Bar Association. Our background is based on the civil law tradition and Belarus laws, with certain exposure to common law tradition practices. We continuously work on possibilities to enhance the quality of our services and to better serve the society.
22. Describe your cooperation or affiliation with law firms in other countries (International Law Firms), indicating the level, including exclusive or non-exclusive:

We serve as a local counsel to a number of International Law Firms on a non-exclusive basis.
Vlasova Mikhel & Partners is not affiliated with any International Law Firm.

Please provide references (name of the firm, contact person and his/her contact information) of one or more International Law Firms, which we may contact for a recommendation of your firm.

1) Natalia Kozyrenko, Partner at CMS Cameron Mc Kenna Moscow office, + 7 495 767 05 38
2) Igor Ostapets, Partner at White & Case Moscow office, + 7 495 787 30 19

23. Details of membership in local and international law firm networks, databases, alliances, or associations: 
Vlasova Mikhel & Partners is a member of TerraLex, an international network of leading independent law firms.
Our lawyers participate in the work of Advisory Council for Foreign Investments at the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus, as members/Advisers. We are members of the Belarusian Public Association of Business Lawyers, an organization whose aim is the formation of rules and practices governing legal profession in Belarus.

Ranked by Chambers Global in the sphere of corporate law. 

24. Practice Areas:

Please mark the practice areas of your firm from the list below. Also please indicate other practice areas and areas of special expertise of your firm that are not included in the list.

Administrative Law 

Admiralty and Maritime Law

Advertising and Marketing

Agency and Distribution

Agricultural Law 

Alternative Dispute Resolution:

Arbitration, Mediation

Antitrust and Competition 

Aviation and Aerospace

Bankruptcy

Banks, Banking and Financial Services

Business Law

Commercial Litigation

Commercial Real Estate, Zoning, Planning and Land Use

Communications and Media

Construction Law and Litigation

Consumer Law

Contract Law

Corporate Finance

Corporate Law

Criminal Law

Energy

Entertainment and the Arts

Environmental Law

Finance

Foreign Investment

Franchise and Franchising

Government Procurement and Contracts

Immigration and Naturalization

Information Technology

Initial Public Offerings (IPOs)

Insurance Law

Intellectual Property:

Copyright

Trademarks

Patents

Other

International Public Law

International Litigation and Arbitration

International Trade

Labour/Employment 

Media Law

Mergers & Acquisitions 

Mortgages Property Funding and Security

Natural Resources

Oil and Gas

Privatization Law

Product Liability

Regulatory Law

Securities and Stock Exchange

Taxation

Technology and Science

Torts

Transportation

Other practice areas:

Areas of Special Expertise:







