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QUESTIONNAIRE/APLICATION

For the CIS Local Counsel Law Firms

in preparation for the second CIS Local Counsel Forum in Baku on June 20-22, 2007
      09 Июня 2007
Section 1: Law Firm

1. Name and country of the law firm: Russin & Vecchi LLC, International Legal Counsellors (the Russian Federation)
2. Contact Information:

Primary Firm Location:

Office address: Ulitsa Sadovnicheskaya, 35-37, bldg. 2, suite 406
 Moscow 115035 Russia




Telephone:
+7 (495) 783-0522 ___________________

Fax:
+7 (495) 783-0523 ___________________

e-mail:
lawyers@russinvecchi.ru______________
website:
http://www.russinvecchi.com _____________

Other Offices:  In Vladivostok, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Washington, D.C.
Office address: Sukhanova Street, 3A, Vladivostok, 690091, Russia

Telephone:
(7 4232) 43-25-05 ____________________

Fax:
(7 4232) 43-24-65 ____________________

e-mail:
russin@vladivostok.ru  _________________
Office address: Sakhincenter, Suite 610, 32, Kommunistichesky Prospect,

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Russia 693000 
Telephone:
(7 4242) 726-786/787 _________________

Fax:
(7 4242) 726-758_____________________
e-mail:
russinvecchi@snc.ru __________________

Office address: The Flour Mill Building, 1000 Potomac Street, N.W. Fifth Floor,
Washington, DC 20007-3501


Telephone:
(202) 822-6100  ______________________

Fax:
(202) 965-1729_______________________

e-mail:
lawyers@russinvecchi.com ______________
3. Primary Contacts:

Name: Lazarev Sergei Leonidovich, Partner, Executive Director 
Email: Sergei.Lazarev@russinvecchi.ru
4. Other Contacts:

Name: Jonathan Russin, Managing Partner
Email: jonathan.russin@russinvecchi.ru
Name: Svetlana Komarova, Associate
Email: svetlana.komarova@russinvecchi.ru 
5. Year of establishment: The firm was established in 1969. 
1991 in Moscow, 1995 in Vladivostok, 2001 in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. 

Section II: Lawyers and Support Staff

6. Number of Partners: _____5_____________

7. Number of Associates : __8_____________

8. Number of Paralegals :  __5_____________
9. Please indicate number of lawyers with the advanced degrees:  
LLMs: ___1___

 Candidate of Legal Sciences:  _2__

10. Languages spoken at the Firm: English, Russian, Spanish, French, German
_________________________________________________________________________

11. How many lawyers speak 

English: 12 __
German: _1__
   Russian:   _11__
French: _4__
Spanish:  __3_

12. Interpreters on the staff: _______1 English__________________________________

(please indicate the languages)


Section III: Client Details

14. Classify your clients (in percentage):

Corporate Clients  79 %

International Law Firms _20% 

Non-Corporate clients _1__%

15. Please indicate up to five major corporate clients (if your firm’s policy is not to disclose client names, please provide brief description on a no-name basis): 

Subsidiaries of three largest world oil & gas companies engaged in oil & gas projects on Sakhalin.
Japanese company, one of the major integrated trading companies in the world. 
A major international telecommunications company.
One of the international leaders of billing devise supply on Russian market, providing major Russian Telecom Company and its branches with software solutions.
16. Please indicate up to five international law firms you serve as a local counsel to (if your firm’s policy is not to disclose client names, please provide brief description on a no-name basis): 

Major US, British, French, Japanese Law firms
_________________________________________________________________________
17. What percentage of your work is dedicated to international corporate clients:

0% (the law firm has no international clients) 


up to 70% (two-thirds of clients are international

up 30 % (each third client is international)


up to 100% (almost all clients are international)

up to 50% (half of clients are international)
 

18. What percentage of your work is dedicated to serving as local counsel to international law firms:

0% (none) 


up 30 % (each third client is an international law firm)


up to 70% (two-thirds of clients are international law firms)

up to 100% (almost all clients are international law firms)

up to 50% (half of clients are international law firms)

 

19. Method of payment (choose all options that apply): 

per hourly rates 

contingency (percentage of the value of the contract/claim)








other ………………………………………


fixed (fixed budget) 

20. Illustrative projects in 2006-2007: 

· Participated in case on recovering debts against a vessel located in China under a claim of a Russian legal entity. Coordinate work of Chinese lawyers, prepare documents from the Russian side
· Represented an operator of a Sakhalin Project in several instances’ litigation on economic dispute arisen from land lease agreement; settled the dispute by negotiating and concluding a settlement agreement with the plaintiff; coordinated with the court bailiffs’ service regarding withdrawal of property’s seizure.
· Represented major Sakhalin investor in environmental litigation concerned with challenging an act of governmental authority.
· Represented major Japanese trading company in multi instances trial regarding lease of office premises.
· Advised a foreign manufacturer on a potential exposure for it under distributor agreement with a Russian company and its potential participation in the litigation between Russian companies concerned with quality of the supplied products; drafted memorandum on summarizing procedural documents related to the litigation.
· Conducted full corporate and property due diligence of major joint venture company operating in forestry business for further buy out of its shares.
· Advised numerous clients on Russian employment law, including Extreme North benefits, extension of overtime work, termination of employees, etc. Drafted employment agreements and other employment documentation.
· Drafted extensive memorandum on Russian labor law for foreign company intending to invest in Russia.
· Advised the clients on labor contracts and relationship with their employees. 
· Advised the clients on recent significant changes of Russian labor legislation.
· Prepared opinion on legislative requirements for recultivation of land damaged by construction activities under Production Sharing Agreement. 
· Represented major Sakhalin investor in litigation regarding recultivation of land and ecological rights of Russian citizens.
· Drafted extensive memorandum on marine liability concerned with the client’s operation in Russian waters and ports; advised on compliance of ship-shore liability agreement and agreement on conditions of use with Russian legislation.  Researched and advised on relevant case studies.
· Drafted memorandum on re-flagging of platform on Sakhalin shelf for one of the Sakhalin Projects operator.
· Advised on the structure and registered Russian subsidiaries and joint-ventures for numerous clients.  Advised on corporate governance procedures and performed corporate due diligence
· Work out a legal strategy to deal with unlawful act of lessor to bar access to leased property. Prepared documentation for commencing criminal proceedings against the lessor. 
· Provided advice and prepared relevant documentation on land transfer after expiration of a lease in a highly contested situation between lessor and lessee
· Provided opinion on acquiring agricultural lands in Russia by foreign companies.
· Advised on client’s potential liability to third parties.
· Advised on Russian law requirement on conducting tourist activities by foreign company in the Russian Federation; advised on the most appropriate scheme of promoting and selling tourist products in Russia.
· Advised on a legal strategy to releasing property from an improper arrest by tax authorities.
· Advised Dominican Republic based company on tax implications on conducting tourist business in Russia.

Section IV: Law Firm Profile

21. Law Firm Profile (500 words):

The Russian Practice Group of Russin & Vecchi, consisting of the Moscow Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Vladivostok and Washington offices, was formed in 1991 and offers corporate and commercial legal services relating to all areas of Russian law at the federal, regional and municipal levels. 

Russin & Vecchi was the first international law firm to open offices in both Vladivostok in 1995 and Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk (Sakhalin Island) in 2001 and to maintain a full time presence in the Russian Far East.  

The Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk Office serves large and small businesses in the rapidly expanding oil and gas industries on the shelf of Sakhalin. 
The Vladivostok Office specializes in general commercial practice as well as in admiralty and maritime law, tax and labor law, litigation and arbitration.
R&V's commercial clients are involved in a variety of foreign investment and foreign trade transactions including minerals exploration and extraction ventures, including oil and gas exploitation under production sharing agreements, export and import sales, installation of manufacturing plants and production facilities, corporate transactions with and without Russian participants, purchase of Russian stocks and government bonds, and ship registration and secured maritime financing. To assist these matters, R&V advises on all aspects of commercial law, including Russian contract law, tax law, corporate law, banking law, minerals law, labor law, maritime law and securities law. In addition, R&V conducts company due diligence on prospective investment targets and business partners, litigates and arbitrates in Russian courts and international forums, carries out the registration and accreditation of foreign legal entities, and provides continuing assistance to expatriate personnel working in Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States.

R&V also advises on all aspects of Russian intellectual property (“IP”) law, including developing trademarks and service marks, conducting preliminary clearance searches, preparing and filing applications with the Russian PTO and those of foreign countries including the CIS countries and Baltic States, as well as developing and registering IP licensing agreements.  R&V also assists clients in International trademark registrations.  R&V’s Trademark Attorneys represent clients in IP litigation, including both administrative proceedings before the RF Chamber of Patent Disputes, and in Russian courts. 

Recent multinational projects have included: oil and gas exploration and extraction, including government approval of a production sharing agreement for off-shore development, assisting with complex permitting and licensing required by a multitude of Sakhalin and federal state bodies for large-scale maritime material, equipment and foreign personnel beaching operations, reconciling the latest state of the art drilling waste disposal technologies with Russian environmental law and PSA-related requirements, consulting on structuring contractual relations for maximal tax and other advantages in three-way negotiations on platform upgrade and towing operations, and advising on Russian and international oil spill containment requirements; the creation of security arrangements for a major international ship financing; the negotiation and registration of ship mortgages; the acquisition of Russian manufacturing facilities for the production of beer and alcoholic beverages; and the establishment of franchise networks and other distribution arrangements for Western products.

22. Describe your cooperation or affiliation with law firms in other countries (International Law Firms), indicating the level, including exclusive or non-exclusive:

Dechert LLP. With more than 750 lawyers in 17 offices. In addition to the firm's 11 U.S. offices (Boston, Charlotte, Hartford, New York, Newport Beach, Palo Alto, Philadelpia, Princeton, San Francisco and Washington D.C.), Dechert has offices in London, Paris, Brussels, Luxembourg, Frankfurt, and Munich. We are providing team legal services to international financial institutions; non-exclusive basis.
Please provide references (name of the firm, contact person and his/her contact information) of one or more International Law Firms, which we may contact for a recommendation of your firm.

Douglas L. Getter - Senior Partner in Dechert's London LLP office and is the head of the firm's US Corporate Practice for Europe. Dechert LLP 160 Queen Victoria Street London EC4V 4QQ. T: +44 207 184 7425 (Direct) T: +44 207 184 7000 (Main) F: +44 207 184 6425 (Direct) 
F: +44 207 184 7001 (Main). E-mail: douglas.getter@dechert.com.
23. Details of membership in local and international law firm networks, databases, alliances, or associations: 
The firm is a member of Meritas (www.meritas.org), formerly Commercial Law Affiliates, an alliance of nearly 200 independent business law firms offering business clients access to high quality legal services worldwide, and frequently handles matters for law firms based in the United States and in other countries that represent clients with business in Russia.

The firm is a member of American Chamber of Commerce in the Russian Federation. Some partners are members of International Bar Association.
24. Practice Areas:

Please mark the practice areas of your firm from the list below. Also please indicate other practice areas and areas of special expertise of your firm that are not included in the list.

Administrative Law 

Admiralty and Maritime Law

Advertising and Marketing

Agency and Distribution

Agricultural Law 

Alternative Dispute Resolution:

Arbitration, Mediation

Antitrust and Competition 

Aviation and Aerospace

Bankruptcy

Banks, Banking and Financial Services

Business Law

Commercial Litigation

Commercial Real Estate, Zoning, Planning and Land Use

Communications and Media

Construction Law and Litigation

Consumer Law

Contract Law

Corporate Finance

Corporate Law

Criminal Law

Energy

Entertainment and the Arts

Environmental Law

Finance

Foreign Investment

Franchise and Franchising

Government Procurement and Contracts

Immigration and Naturalization

Information Technology

Initial Public Offerings (IPOs)

Insurance Law

Intellectual Property:

Copyright

Trademarks

Patents

Other

International Public Law

International Litigation and Arbitration

International Trade

Labor/Employment 

Media Law

Mergers & Acquisitions 

Mortgages Property Funding and Security

Natural Resources

Oil and Gas

Privatization Law

Product Liability

Regulatory Law

Securities and Stock Exchange

Taxation
Technology and Science

Torts

Transportation

Other practice areas:

Areas of Special Expertise:







